Foreword
This has not been an easy year. It is probably
not the most original opening line for an annual
report, after a year with COVID-19. There were
many challenges to be taken, many lessons to
be learned, but there were many opportunities
too. Online workshops became the new hot
date. This year we wrote more new Loesje
texts than ever before, even more than in
1983, when Loesje was born. With Loesje
International we have been very productive
in creating new forms of events. We found
new people and new people found us, thanks
to the magic of the Internet, but also to the
flexibility of our organization. Like so many
other organizations we had to deal with the
situation. And that’s what we do. We make
things happen, despite COVID, or sometimes
even because of COVID.

them for a while, but this year we also gained
some new family members. Loesje Canary
Islands and Loesje Turkey are growing up very
fast. We will do our best to introduce all our
groups in this report and we hope we don’t
forget anyone. If this is the case then please
update us on your existence, so we can include
you in the report of 2021. I especially want to
mention our International board, who has been
very active this year. As a coordinator I could
always count on them. They are very dedicated
to Loesje. Thank you Marije, Tom, Emilia and
Max!

Loesje International works mostly from home
now. Daily Zoom meetings became our second
nature. Despite all this we managed to move
offices this year. International shares the office
with our colleagues from Loesje Netherlands.
You can still find us in Arnhem, but more to the
edge of the city, where cows and sheep can
have an opinion about our texts too.

This report is also for you dear reader, who
is not really familiar with Loesje yet. We will
explain the best we can what Loesje is all
about and how you or your organization can
get involved.

With this report we hope to give you a good
idea of all the Loesje International activities,
why we are here and what you can expect from
us in the future.

So without further ado let’s give the floor to
Loesje.

I’m pleased to say that since September we
have a strong new team for International that
moves forward with lots of creativity. It’s a joy
and honor to work with Valentino, Martyna
and Tetyana, who will be properly introduced
later on in this report. But Loesje International
would not exist without all the Loesje friends
all over the world, who are all part of the big
family that Loesje is. Sometimes Loesje family
members go on a world trip and we don’t see

Ralph Pluim
Coordinator Loesje International
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Organisation

Loesje International Congress. November 2019, Amsterdam.

History

local groups totaling 340 members all over the
Netherlands.

Loesje was founded in Arnhem, the Netherlands
on Thursday November 24th 1983 at 6:40 p.m.
Several weeks before this date first posters
appeared on the streets announcing her birth.
Together with a group of nine friends Loesje
started her energetic life as a poster girl on the
streets of Arnhem.

In the years 1988-1990, borders were broken
everywhere and Loesje too broke out of the
Netherlands. Shortly after the Wall came down,
Loesje wasted no time in visiting Berlin with
a group of fifty friends. In the spring a small
group traveled throughout the former East
Block countries, making contacts, writing texts
and spreading posters and ideas. The trip was
called “Red pepper”, a book documenting these
experiences and carrying the same name was
published. At this point in her development,
Loesje started to travel more and more around
the European continent and the world, both
as a person and as an idea. As a result, local
groups kick-started in many countries, writing
texts in their own languages. Loesje started
to publish a monthly international series of
posters, besides the already existing national
and local texts. Members from different
countries started gathering at yearly summer
camps to meet each other and share their
thoughts. Loesje continued traveling; from
east to west and north to south, and in 1994
the Foundation Loesje International was
established.

Loesje was created with the goal to develop
a new initiative to escape from the continuing
downward spiral of the critical political
movements of that time. Loesje signed the
texts with her own name, to make them more
personal and to reflect the clearness and
simplicity of the ideas.
These texts, of a growing Dutch girl incited
new reactions and interest. In September
1985 Loesje groups in several cities in the
Netherlands emerged, new wild ideas were
starting. Loesje even stood as a candidate
in the national elections for the parliament.
Luckily or not, Loesje did not win the race
for a parliament seat but Loesje as a poster
collective was a huge success. At the beginning
of September 1986, Loesje could count many
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In 1996, Loesje and her friends wrote their first
international book named “Hey Peter, let’s do
something about it” - an optimistic manifesto
for a creative society. In the following years
after that, the developments slowed down
due to the lack of finances. In 2002 decisions
were made to give a new impulse to Loesje
international activities and the network was
revitalized.

it became an annual event.
After moving it’s main seat back to the
Netherlands Loesje International organized
the following congresses: Arnhem-Nijmegen
(2013), Berlin (2014), Warsaw (2015), Brussels
(2016), London (2017), Graz (2017), Szczecin
(2018) and Amsterdam (2019).
In 2015 the International Board published a
special document “What is a Loesje group?”
with the goal to erase confusion and to make
clear how groups can get more involved in the
network.

In spring 2004 Loesje made a long trip through
the new member states of the EU, working
towards the creative society, visiting youth
groups, giving workshops and spreading
new thoughts on posters. The results were
compiled into the book entitled, “I entered the
EU without traveling”.

Since writing new Loesje texts is the core
activity of Loesje, we concentrated on giving
paid workshops and lectures to generate
more income. In 2016 Loesje International
was invited by the Dutch Embassy in Warsaw
to give lectures and workshops during the
two days conference: “Laughter in Visual
Communication”.

In the early years of Loesje International, the
office was located in Arnhem. It moved several
times. From the Summer of 2005 till 2012
Loesje International was seated in Berlin.
In 2012 Loesje International moved back to
Arnhem. Ralph began to work for International
next year and in November 2013 he organized
an International Congress in Arnhem-Nijmegen
to celebrate Loesje’s birthday. Congress
is a three day event with lectures, creative
workshops and text-writing sessions, it is a
great opportunity for Loesje members to meet
outside of the annual Summer Camp event.
Loesje members from all over Europe visited
the Congress and because of their enthusiasm

In 2015 Loesje International successfully
applied for European Voluntary Service with
the project: “Mind Open 24/7” and since then
every year we hosts two Volunteers from
different countries for 12 months. In 2017
Ralph officially started a new project for
Loesje International called: “War and Peace:
How are we going to remember the future?”
which generated a lot of public attention.

Featured: Ralph is updating international Loesje members on the latest activities during Loesje International Congress. November
2019, Amsterdam.
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European Solidarity
Corps
The European Solidarity Corps (ESC) is the
new European Union initiative which creates
opportunities for young people to volunteer
or work in projects in their own country or
abroad which benefits communities and
people around Europe. Loesje International
takes part in this initiative with the project
“Volunteering abroad: I take full responsibility
for becoming different”. Every year Loesje
International hosts two European Solidarity
Corps Volunteers from different countries for
12 months. The project usually starts on the
1st of September and lasts until the 31st of
August. Our Volunteers live in Arnhem, do
society-committed work and enjoy life.
The ESC program, (previously known as EVS)
is funded and supported by Erasmus+ and the
Dutch National Agency. It is a truly enriching
program which brings together different
countries and nationalities. Young people
have a chance to explore, learn and bring their
knowledge back to their home country, which
improves the solidarity between countries,
gives new job opportunities, promotes
economical growth, tolerance and much more.

Ralph and Ewa - Erasmus+ volunteer for Loesje International
during International Congress in November 2015.

Since 2015 we had the honor to hosts
the following Erasmus+ volunteers:
•
•
•
•

2015-2016: Ewa (Poland) and Leo (Austria).
2016-2017: Beate (Latvia) and Aurore
(France)
2017-2018: Martina (Austria) and Amy (UK)
2018-2019: Christina (Germany) and Piotr
(Poland)

Loesje International is very grateful to all
of them, they all left their mark. With their
enthusiasm and energy International could
grow and develop into the organization it is
now. We are in contact with all of them and
most of them are still active for Loesje.
Christina and Piotr Erasmus+ volunteers for Loesje International
during Loesje International Congress. November 2019.
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From left to right Jan Willem, Amy and Martina (Erasmus+ volunteers for Loesje International) Ralph and Krijn during Loesje
International European Sticking Tour on the wheels, 2018.

One of our volunteers - Amy also became
the external project mentor for Christina and
Piotr. The fact that she had done European
Voluntary Service at Loesje before combined
with the fact that she has a teaching degree,
made her perfect to do this task. And she is
a very nice person too! She usually meets the
volunteers once a month in different cities in
the Netherlands, so they can have a the chance
to experience more of the Dutch living style
and culture.

From September 2019 till the end of August
2020 the position of Loesje International ESC
volunteers was taken by Laura from Latvia and
Jana from Germany.
Because of the previous good experience Amy
became a mentor for these volunteers as well.
Unfortunately Jana and Laura had difficulties
to fit in at Loesje. Nevertheless we wish them
all the best in their future life journey.

Aurore and Beate Erasmus+ volunteers for Loesje International during International Congress (Brussels) November 2016.
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Current ESC

make some inner and personality changes
once I will work in the Netherlands and I would
be more focused on doing something creative,
meaningful and using my art skills.

The sending organizations for our current
volunteers are Bona Fides from Poland and
BRNO for You from Czechia and we are very
thankful for their help in sending Martyna and
Valentino to us, so they can do their ESC at
Loesje International.

When I finally arrived to the Netherlands it
was late evening and I went to sleep. The
next day I woke up in a completely different
country and thinking to myself: what am
I doing? Why am I here? But with a good
energy and determination, I started my first
office day at Loesje and I really enjoyed the
new environment and my new team. I had no
doubt that I will like the project I applied for, I
was sure it will be great, unique and different.
And honestly that is exactly what it was like.
I haven’t found a single thing that I wouldn’t
enjoy here during my stay, work, energy, people,
my accommodation, culture and life in my two
Dutch towns Arnhem and Velp. As it is always
the case, everything is about people and I was
lucky enough to have great supervisors, who
were there for me.

On this page our volunteers share with us some
of their art and their personal experiences
about what it is like to be part of our ESCprogram. What were their thoughts when
coming to the Netherlands? This reflection will
give you an idea.

Valentino:

When it comes to the Covid situation, the
beginning of my stay was still in much better
state than it is now. We could go to restaurants
and bars, meet multiple people, not worrying
that much about anything. Masks were in use
in certain places, but we still could have fun
with people in the city. After the virus was
spreading in high rates throughout the whole
country, stricter restrictions were declared and
we weren’t allowed to go to the office anymore
because of the limited number of people who
can be there during the day. So from October
to this day we have been mainly working
from home and doing Zoom conferences. The
city doesn’t offer much anymore, bars and
dining areas are closed, but we are still able
to organize ourselves some fun evenings and
dinners in our house. As long as we have an
optimistic attitude, all will be well.

Valentino Mele “Self portrait”

“For me going to the Netherlands and
applying for Loesje was by far one of the
most spontaneous decisions I ever made. As
a former English teacher in a preschool and a
tourist tour guide from Prague I had to make
a change after 2 years of having a stagnating
work routine. Also for some personal reasons
regarding having emotionally difficult past
two years, it was necessary for me to change
environment, going back to my second field
of expertise, which is art and find my let’s say
“new self” if you will. I perceive it as a fresh new
start, in a way new life, which I find as a great
psychological hygiene. I promised myself to

My ESC is not only challenging, but it is
very fulfilling, fun and my conditions are
comfortable and easily feasible. As an artist
and a big enthusiast in traveling, this was the
best decision I made and it really goes well
with my character”.
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Martyna:

seemed a bit like a dream, such a change does
hit you a bit, it was slightly confusing. But the
feelings weren’t necessarily bad, I just had
to figure out how things work and get slowly
into the flow of the new culture. But when
I look at myself today, I am truly loving and
enjoying this country, I even dare say that the
local mentality and perception suits me more
than those of my home country. I can identify
myself better in this community.
My experience with Loesje International truly
suits me, I adore my colleagues who are very
caring and empathic. This job gives me the
pleasure of having an inspiring, meaningful
work where I also have freedom of expressing
myself through my own personal artwork,
which is exactly what I always wanted.

Martyna Lazarz “Self portrait”

Loesje offers a lot of creativity and space
for imagination. New ideas are coming out
constantly and overall there is a lot of fun
involved as well. I instantly came to the
stage, where I love being part of this project.
I enjoyed traveling around this beautiful
country and getting to know new people.
Obviously I needed to also get over the fact,
that the worlds pandemic situation limited my
possibilities and activities I liked, I couldn’t
work physically in our creative office any more,
cafeterias were closed and since I am a heavy
lover of coffee, that was not a good news for
me. “Take away” is not the same, like enjoying
a hot beverage in a nice ambience. That is just
an example but I eventually got over that and
now I am able to function in a bright positive
way again. My inspiration and my creative
spirit didn’t abandon me”.

“I applied for the ESC program in the beginning
of Spring 2020 which was also a period close
to my master graduation and since my studies
were coming to an end, I was determined to
search for a future occupation, something
close to my field of interest - the visual arts. One
day I saw a Loesje International advertisement
about volunteering and right at that moment I
knew that this was a sign meant for me, a fate.
I suddenly knew who I wanted to work with.
Since I already knew about the existance of
Loesje long time ago (thanks to a friend of
mine, who was doing a Loesje workshop).
I liked the concept behind it. It wasn’t hard
for me to imagine having a job in that area.
When I arrived to the Netherlands, I had mixed
feelings flowing through me, I suddenly found
myself in a completely different country, it all

Martyna is posing for a photo near a graffiti wall in Arnhem. Winter 2021.
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audience being youth and social workers and
activists through whom we will reach and
influence many young people in Europe and
beyond, thus investing into the future. We want
to equip youth workers and activists with new
creative tools to inspire young people.
The main objectives of our project are:
•

Promote and strengthen wider cooperation
network with the other organizations and
individuals working in the youth field.
Increase capacities of youth organizations
involved in the project, by equipping them
with skills, competences and tools.

•

Benefit from each other expertise and
exchange experiences.
Draw attention to the connection between
events of the past (such as xenophobia,
propaganda, genocide and wars) and
present day world situation and work on
ways to prevent them.
Make heavy topics, which are being
addressed during the training course, more
accessible and more personal, by means
of employing our Loesje Creative Writing
methods.
Reach out to a broader and young audience
through youth workers education and foster
youth-led dialogue about European values
and culture of peace and non-violence.
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Bridge the gap between formal education
and informal learning through youthworkers education.
Provide youth workers with the skills to
support collective actions and lead peace
related dialogue.
Promote fundamental values of tolerance,
social equality and shared responsibility.
Prevent xenophobia, social exclusion and
discrimination.

War and Peace project staff
Besides Ralph (the head of the project)
and Tetyana (project manager) from Loesje
International the War and Peace staff consist of
Sjoerd from Youth Meeting Center Ysselsteyn.

More about Sjoerd:
Sjoerd is educational staff member, trainer
and facilitator at Youth Meeting Center
Ysselsteyn with wide experience of youth work
- from school children to young adults. He is
responsible for project's accommodation and
education facilities and educational excursions
and constantly works leading excursions
and workshops at the Youth Meeting Center
Ysselsteyn. Loesje International had fruitful
cooperation with Sjoerd in the past and we are
looking forward to work with him again during
the War and Peace project in 2021.

WAR & PEACE

HOW ARE WE GOING TO REMEMBER THE FUTURE?

Lt?e.?
- 1e

V International

Loesje International War and Peace Project Banner. Graphic design by Tetyana.
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Loesje International
Activities

Online workshops
Loesje International has been giving online
workshops since June 2020. Because of the
Corona crisis we can’t come to the people, so
we invite them to our house instead. Zoom,
cup of tea and off we go!

The year 2020 brought us plenty of exciting
activities, new events, new members and
much more. Not mentioning how difficult and
challenging our times are at the moment, it did
not stop us from continuing with great energy
and enthusiasm. We have been always there
to record and rise awareness about important
topics not only from our culture, but from many
cultures on a global scale. Our International
workshops and social media promotion led to
the expansion of Loesje’s fan base.

The online workshops usually last for two
hours, and during this time participants learn
how to creatively express themselves in the
intimate setting of Zoom. We have been very
pleased with the results and feedback so
far and although the online workshops are
very different from the real ones, we think
it can perfectly stand on its own and reach
an audience everywhere in the world. It also
creates new opportunities to teach and support
new Loesje groups in creative writing. Because
of COVID-19 people are more than willing to
join a workshop behind their laptop or phone.
Of course there have been some technical
issues, but everyone understands that these
things happen. Sometimes you are just kicked
out of Zoom, but we always welcome you back
in with open arms. Participants are happy
that Loesje International makes these online
workshops possible and we improve our
workflow every time.

Loesje members and new volunteers managed
to put together multiple sticking actions in
the centers of Arnhem and Amersfoort. We
enhanced our main Loesje site with a new
beautiful look thanks to our International
volunteers. Many old and new posters were
translated from and into Dutch, English, Polish,
Spanish, Belarusian, Italian, Czech, French,
Ukrainian and Russian, which brought new
inspiration to International Loesje groups.

Open writing workshops

By now we have been giving workshops to
organizations like: Humanity in Action, The
Dutch Embassy in Albania, Creative Business
School in The Hague and to our International
partner organizations for War and Peace
project. Besides we have given workshops to
new groups like Loesje Turkey and Bulgaria
and to many other groups during the Loesje
Congress Online.

Before the first lockdown Loesje International
offered a couple of open writing workshops in
English. The sessions took place in sustainable
cafe “Koffie van Ghiath” next to the central
station in Arnhem and were well attended.

Online writing sessions
Loesje International always offers monthly
writing sessions, and Loesje members from
all over the world have an opportunity to write
together and exchange ideas. During the first
lockdown of 2020 online writing sessions
became weekly sessions and Monthly Poster
series became a Weekly series. By doing that
we kept the spirits up for ourselves and for
those who enjoy reading our posters.

Please read below several funny examples
of the feedback we usually get for our online
workshops:
Participant from Humanity in Action: “OMG!
So many great texts! :D”
Participant from War and Peace workshop:
“This is the best Zoom meeting ever! <3”
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Loesje International action to support Polish women

Martyna and Valentino put many posters on the streets to
support Polish people.

ESC volunteer Martyna with Loesje Poster during the action
to support Polish women. Arnhem, 2020.

Ever since Loesje was around us she never
could stay quiet when something morally
wrong was happening in our society. In
October this year a controversial court ruling
in Poland would outlaw almost all abortion.
The decision by the country’s constitutional
tribunal promised to further tighten Poland’s
abortion laws, which were already some of the
strictest in Europe. The tribunal ruled that it
should be illegal even in cases where a fetus
is diagnosed with serious and irreversible
birth defects. This kind of abortion accounts
for almost all of the small number of abortions
performed legally in the country.

The outcome was more than satisfying as
many great posters were created during this
workshop. We made the layouts and after the
first prints were produced, our volunteers took
a good number of posters, a brush, some glue
and started spreading them in the streets, so
that people would see what is happening in
Poland and have a chance to react, think about
it, not ignoring it and not to forget.
Martyna: “As a Polish girl I feel very touched
by the situation in Poland. I am concerned that
I cannot take part in the strikes there. That’s
why my International dream Team came up
with an idea to create a series devoted to this
topic. I thought that people could share them,
so that would be also part of an action. It gave
me a lot of enthusiasm. We organized a writing
event in which members from other countries
could get involved. The Polish group was
particularly active. After the workshops we
came out with 7 amazing posters! I laid them
out, shared them everywhere on social media
and felt very impatient about sticking. That’s
why on the same day we printed posters and
decided to stick them in Arnhem with my friend
Valentino. We made a poster composition on
a large wall and also glued more in the city
center, Therefore, I am very grateful to my
international team!”

Our ESC volunteer Martyna didn’t want to stay
silent and neither did Loesje International
team. Tightening abortion laws is not
something solely restricted to Poland and
for Loesje International it’s very important to
support women in Poland and everywhere else
in the world. Loesje couldn’t just let this be
and accept this kind of reality. We organized a
creative writing workshop which consisted of
talking about this topic and lots of writing. The
workshop included a variety of questions and
topics about women rights, politicians use of
power and even a bit about the use of power
by the Church.
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Loesje International Facebook banner, featuring a photo by one of World Press Freedom Day Contest winners. Graphic design
by Tetyana.

Our social media

been taking care of poster publishing on
Instagram and used a great variety of new
colorful backgrounds to give it an additional
spark and it works!

Loesje International uses Facebook, twitter
and Instagram.

We can’t wait to make some more changes,
since we have been getting good feedback
from other Loesje members who really
enjoyed our new illustrations, newsletters and
Instagram posts. It is very inspiring not just for
them but also for us.

The amount of followers as of the end of 2020:
•
•
•

Facebook: 71.711
Twitter: 9.526
Instagram: 12.527

This year many changes took place on the
social media platforms.
As we mentioned previously the main Loesje
International website has changed its looks.
Cheerful and colorful illustrations by our ESC
volunteers have been made including our
playful main banner with the flowers and the
famous Loesje slogan “To make the world
more beautiful with creativity and posters”.
We’ve got a lot of positive feedback from
International Loesje members on the new
website look and we were ourselves very
excited about it. It was a nice way to enter a
New Year.
In addition, our social media has become more
active again and Loesje International team
keeps the posters flowing on a daily basis.
Without a doubt our Instagram became more
welcoming with the new posts from September
2020. Our volunteers and their mentor have

One of the most popular Instagram posts of 2020.
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Loesje Int. Products

The main features of our 2021
calendar:

Just before entering 2021 Loesje International
opened the web shop again. It has been quite
a while since we sold Loesje products, but
together with our webmaster Tom we made
it happen just in time for the New Year’s
celebrations.

•
•
•

The first product was released on the 31st of
December 2020. It is a wonderful calendar
- the result of collaboration between Loesje
International and ParaMoje (the artist name
of Martyna). Our 2021 calendar was released
in two forms: Monthly edition and Birthday
edition - both are available for download in our
Webshop at loesje.org.

•
•
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Digital file type: high resolution PDF,
instantly printable and can be printed out
as many times as you like.
14 pages: 2 covers and 12 separate pages
with calendar for every month.
A Poster by Loesje with a positive message
for every month.
A hand-illustrated cute animal drawing by
Martyna aka ParaMoje for every month.
A small list of funny holidays chosen
by Loesje for every month. Great mood
throughout the year guaranteed!

Loesje Posters on Street gallery at Jagiellońska Street in Szczecin.

Activities from
Loesje groups

Loesje Poland

Many times we get the question: “Where is
Loesje?”, “In which countries can we find her
and what does she do there?” These questions
are not always easy to answer. Sometimes a
Loesje group cease to exist when the founder
goes on a world trip. But just as easily a new
group can pop up.
There are also partner organizations that help
Loesje to spread her ideals and let us not
forget all the individuals who help Loesje by
spreading her posters on the streets or by doing
Loesje related activities. Loesje International
is a vibrant network and we believe it will stay
this way.

Rumor has it that the first Loesje appearance
in Poland was just after the fall of the Berlin
Wall in 1989. Today Loesje is very popular in
Poland. Ask someone on the street in Warsaw:
“Do you know Loesje?” and nine out of ten
persons will probably say: “Yes.”

Nevertheless with this report we want to offer
some structure and give a good overview of
all the group activities. There is always the
chance that we have overlooked something.
Feel free to write to loesje@loesje.org for any
further clarification.

You can’t escape Loesje in Warsaw. On the
pavement, on the walls, Loesje is everywhere,
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but also in cities like Krakow and Szczecin
Loesje is getting more famous every day,
thanks to a group of young and dedicated
activists.

The aim was to promote creative and conscious
way of using the language as well as to
broaden people’s knowledge about language
in general. During the Online Congress in
November Loesje Poland gave a translation
workshop for all the participants.

In the last five years Loesje Poland organized
two times the International Congress, one
in Warsaw and one in Szczecin and they
constantly come up with new ideas to spread
Loesje texts.

Another big thing for Loesje Poland was the
new Loesje calendar that sold out in no time.
For the next year they are planning to continue
the workshops from the same grant and to
publish an educational publication about
language inspired by Loesje and to prepare the
calendar again.

This year Loesje Poland held a series of writing,
translation and editing workshops that were
accompanied by lectures about language.

The title of the series was “Jezyk polski jest
przyjazny /merda ogonkami” (“Polish language
is friendly / it wags its tails” – the Polish text
is based on a wordplay). The events took place
thanks to the funding the group received from
local governmental institutions working in the
field of education and culture. In total there
were 15 workshops (one was held online as an
experiment in the difficult times of pandemic
and two were interpreted into the Polish Sign
Language) and 7 lectures that took place in
Warsaw, Poznan, Szczecin, Hrubieszow and
Krakow.

Loesje Berlin

In 2012 Loesje International moved to Arnhem
and the old office became Loesje Berlin. They
do a lot of interesting projects and 2020 was
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no exception, although COVID makes
everything more complicated it didn’t
discourage them.
Loesje Berlin: “As the end of the 2020 year
is just around the corner, many are highly
excited to bring in the new year. This current
year has brought minor changes to the way
Loesje spreads her messages across Europe
and around the world and we are incredibly
appreciative to all the Loesje groups that have
stayed active in continuing to tickle peoples’
minds. Loesje has managed to leave people
scratching their heads just as much as all
the different incidents, events, social justice
movements, political movements, and other
phenomena that happened all over the world.
Together we have managed to overcome
adversity from all the different challenges that
this year has brought to us.

Simultaneously with what has been mentioned
above we also began two long term projects.
The first is our Strategic Partnership “How
much freedom of speech can a democracy
tolerate” with the organizations, INAR (Irish
Network Against Racism) from Ireland and
Ljubljana Pride from Slovenia. In connection,
our Transnational Youth Initiative, better
known as “dekontRamination” is a partnership
with Ljubljana Pride. We are diligently working
on three intellectual outputs, that will actively
combat and bring visibility to hate speech and
discrimination of all types, including racism,
homophobia, transphobia, and xenophobia in
public spaces. Although the year ends soon,
we are looking forward to continuing all of our
work in 2021”

There were plenty of topics and issues for
Loesje Berlin to discuss during the 2020 year,
including a numerous amount of activities at
the local level. Loesje Berlin, like all the other
Loesje groups, had to make a bigger online
presence. Throughout the year we had several
online creative text writing sessions and final
editing, that culminated in 8 Loesje poster
series in English and German, with another
series on the way, and even two translated
series into Slovene. The Loesje Berlin team
participated in the annual Recycled Creativity
Festival, as well as external creative text
writing with Eco feminists, and gave a lecture
at a Mexican University in International
Relations. Our work did not stop there, and
even included a renovation of the Loesje Berlin
office through much of the support of
community members and work colleagues.

Plans for 2021:
“Loesje Berlin is very active locally and
internationally so we aim to continue with
our great youth work by organizing creative
workshops, training courses and events but
also to take part in others events locally and
internationally. Locally we are collaborating
with different organizations, mainly to do
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Loesje Germany

creative work with refugee children and
youth, and to make creative and sustainable
activities in our local context. We are already
partners in different international projects that
should happen once the crisis is over. Also, we
cooperate with other local organizations and
aim to continue organizing different events,
among them, we will continue doing Loesje
creative text writing and final editing online
until we have better conditions to meet.

Besides Loesje Berlin there is also Loesje
Germany. Due the fact that Loesje Berlin
writes mostly in English, Loesje Germany are
predominantly preoccupied with keeping up
the flow of German posters. Although the last
series they published is one from April 2020,
there is a nice archive on their website with
lots of German posters.

Loesje Netherlands
One of the biggest happenings in 2020 for
Loesje Netherlands was to move offices
which they did in October. Archive, web shop
everything had to be moved. Of course they are
still in Arnhem were Loesje was born and has
been active in all the 37 years of her existence.
Loesje Netherlands shares their office with
Loesje International.

Our Strategic Partnership and Transnational
Youth Initiative both continue in 2021 and
hopefully we will have the chance to implement
the international activities part of them. These
include transnational meetings, training
courses and multiplier events. As well, we hope
to be able to implement our five separate training
courses on the following topics: human rights;
motivation and empowerment of vulnerable
groups; partnership building activity in North
Macedonia; the promotion of Loesje creative
methods, and more. We also plan to continue
to work on project management by applying to
different international calls, especially in the
Erasmus+ program.”

During the first months of 2020 Loesje
Netherlands tried out different ways to get
more members. She organized a masterclass
series for new people, consisting of five
meetings were participants learn everything
about Loesje. From the history to the process
of creative writing and making new actions.
A great new way of reaching out to young
people, that was developed and organized by
one of their Dutch trainees. The masterclass
series was a success and later in the year they
did it again for a new group.
Another way of getting more active members
was by organizing writing sessions for the
new Loesje group Arnhem / Nijmegen. They
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happened once a month in a cafe in one of the
two cities. Of course there are also a few other
Loesje groups in the Netherlands.

organize a mini Summer Camp themselves
which took place in a village near Nijmegen.
Loesje Netherlands always gave a lot of
workshops but because COVID-19 most
workshops had be canceled or postponed. It
was decided early on not to do it online.
During the second half of the year there were
several interesting collaborations. Loesje
wrote texts for campaigns of the Red Cross,
Longfonds (Lung Foundation) and Kick Out
Zwarte Piet (Stop Black Face).
At the moment Loesje Netherlands writes
a book about being yourself that will be
published in Spring 2021.

Loesje Belgium
Loesje Belgium has been active for many years.
The group is based in Brussels - Mechelen.
They occasionally organize writing workshops
and go out now and then to spread new Loesje
posters on the street. Earlier in the year they
did a writing session and published a new
series. Since corona started they have joined
many online writing sessions from Loesje
International and from Loesje Netherlands.

A famous one is Loesje Amersfoort, where
Noortje makes sure that there are always
fresh Loesje posters in her city. Since the early
nineties there has been not one single day that
there were no Loesje posters in the streets.
During the first lockdown in Spring Loesje
Netherlands started to use online writing pads
to keep writing. They wrote two times a week
and lots of posters about corona saw the light
of day. It was noticed by a company called

“Made in Arnhem” that asked Loesje if she
could provide posters for those advertisement
places that were now empty. She agreed and
Loesje posters were spotted all over Arnhem.
After the International Summer Camp was
canceled, Loesje Netherlands decided to
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Loesje Latvia

In 2021 they hope to organize some new text
writing workshops, starting from Spring. There
is also a plan to renew their Latvian Loesje
shop, as the previous one is not existing
anymore (shopping platform that they used,
ceased to exist).

If you have seen cool artistic pictures with
people and Loesje posters on it, you most
likely saw them from Loesje Latvia. Like every
year they know how to use their social media
to reach out to people. Loesje Latvia is based
in and around Riga.
In 2020 they did several inspiring activities.
One of them was a text writing workshop
with super-nice people of the cultural center
“Siguldas DEVONS. There was also an Online
text writing workshop in cooperation with
National Youth Council of Latvia and NGO
JASMA.

Loesje Palestine

Other activities included a poster photo
activity in Sigulda and an online poster layout
workshop cooperation with National Youth
Council of Latvia and NGO JASMA.

Loesje Palestine is based in Ramallah. They
started voluntary work in 2011 based around
the ideas of Loesje. In the year 2020, Loesje
Palestine was affected by the Corona virus, like
any other organizations in Palestine and the
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Loesje Czechia’s poster base. He keeps in
touch with Hana and Lucie and together they
organize workshops, invent new linguistic
games and overall they really support each
other, which not only enriches the DutchCzech Loesje relationship, but it also led to a
friendship between them.

We worked a lot on this issue and then, on the
22th of November we started with a workshop
about the International Day for the Elimination
of Violence against Women. We used some
ice-breaking activities and some games we
usually use in person. We wrote a lot of posters
which are now available on the Loesje Italy
Facebook page and we received very good
feedback from the participants.

Just to give you little bit of history of Loesje
Czechia, here is what Hana has to share:

The poster writing part which I expected to
be the most complicated one, turned out
to be stimulating for everyone. We shared
Google Drive Documents and wrote on them
simultaneously. At the beginning it was a
bit bumbling, but after the second round,
it started to be very interesting and funny.
Nonetheless I think that there are things that
can be improved. For instance some silent
moments that in presence are normally filled
by nonverbal communication, can be really too
long in the online modality.

Hana: “In the year 2019 we messaged Ralph,
that we want to start a Loesje group in Czechia.
In 2019 we made some workshops, then later
in the summer I joined the Summer Camp, I
also joined the previous Congress and in this
year we had few workshops, but unfortunately
because of the ongoing situation with the
COVID-19, many events had to be canceled.”

Loesje Italy

For 2021, I would like to keep on offering
online workshops and as soon as it becomes
possible again offline workshops as well. I
would really love to make some for schools.
As a youth worker I usually use the collective
and creative writing when I work with children
and teenagers and I would really like to “enroll”
Loesje or maybe a little Loesje’s sister in
Primary School, if this was possible.”

Loesje Turkey
Loesje Italy had been off the radar for a while,
but as it happens more often with Loesje
groups, they can suddenly appear as if they
have never left. We got a nice message from
Antonella about their recent activities. Since
we got Valentino on board and he already
translated a lot of International posters into
Italian, we think we will hear more of them in
the coming year.
Antonella: “This year has inevitably suffered
the consequences of the pandemic and of the
lockdown. After a first frustration moment for
not having the possibility to work in presence,
we decided to organize an online workshop.

There was a time that there was no Loesje
Turkey, but that all changed in 2019 and in
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Loesje Canary Islands

2020 there are two active groups. One in
Istanbul and one in Ankara. First they didn’t
know about each other. Both contacted Ralph
from International to start a new group on the
very same day. Nilay from Istanbul met Loesje
through an European project.

Another new group is Loesje Canary Islands.
One very nice enthusiastic person called Jana
wanted to bring Loesje to the Canary Islands
after seeing Loesje posters in Amsterdam and
so she did.

“I think that many people will love Loesje in
Turkey, because we’re having hard times in
politics and need to express them through
Loesje.”

Jana: “Ever since I met Loesje I can’t stop
thinking about the possibility and the needs,
that it offers, and how it can contribute to
islands communities! I am 1000% sure that
Loesje is a spark, the AHA moment that
many people need right now. And of course
inspiration to get into the action!”.

Aleksandra from Ankara worked together
with Loesje Berlin and became inspired to
open an NGO as Loesje Turkey, which is now
an informal youth group registered in the
Erasmus+ platforms.

During the first lockdown Jana helped with
translating a lot of posters from International
into Spanish. At the moment she is gathering
more people around her for the Loesje writings.

Ralph connected Aleksandra and Nilay. They
are actively working on creating posters in
Turkish and also translating some of the
English posters into Turkish.

Loesje Austria
Loesje Austria is based in Graz and sometimes
in Vienna too. After a long period of silence
they became active again in 2014, by giving
creative writing workshops and making a
new homepage. In 2017 they organized the
International Congress.
This year it has been relatively quiet around
Loesje Austria. During the first lockdown
Loesje Austria organized an online writing
session. The results have been published on
their website.

In September this year Loesje Turkey wrote
with Loesje International during an inspiring
online workshop. A lot of new faces and a lot
of great writing. Together they made a new
series in English and Turkish languages.

Loesje France
Another group who became active again
around 2014 was Loesje France. Like Loesje
Austria they made a new website and started
to organize writing sessions. In 2020 their
members are mostly working and studying
outside of France and no activities have taken
place this year, but the team of Loesje France
stays in contact with each other and they
hopes to initiate something new in 2021.

Loesje Bulgaria
One of the participants of the online workshop
with International and Turkey was from
Bulgaria. At the beginning of the workshop the
birth of Loesje Bulgaria was announced.
Plans for the new NGO is to apply for Erasmus+
projects, but also to develop the local culture
of the young people and to inspire creative
writing and active citizenship.
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Loesje Macedonia & Loesje
Bitola

you might want to join yourself. You are very
welcome to do so. Here are several steps to
help you start.

Loesje Macedonia is better known as Info
front Prilep and they are primarily active under
the latter name, but they do initiate Loesje
activities, like organizing creative writing
workshops.

Step 1
Contact the International Office at loesje@
loesje.org. We can supply you with all the
information you need to get started!

Besides workshops and spreading the poster
results, they also provide help and assistance
to some other Loesje groups regarding editing
and laying out and a couple of years ago
they created a new Loesje group in Bitola
Macedonia with the help of Loesje Berlin.

Note: You may come to know Loesje through
another group but it is important that you have
direct contact with the International Office
first.
Remember: you’re always welcome to share
your favorite Loesje texts from our archive
with others and you don’t have to be a part of
any Loesje group to share a Loesje text.

“After my EVS in Loesje Berlin and great
commitment
from
many
Macedonian
participants in our projects, the new Loesje
group has been born in the city of Bitola in
Macedonia.” Marina

Step 2
While the International office is discussing
with you the possibility of a new Loesje Group
in your country you can join (if you haven’t
already) a Loesje Creative Writing Workshop
or an online writing session.

During 2020 Macedonia and Berlin worked a
lot together on new projects.

Loesje Morocco
In 2017 Marina and Rola from Loesje Berlin
visited Morocco during an exchange project
and since then there is a Loesje group,
consisting of youth workers who want to
share Loesje’s positivity and creativity all over
Morocco. There has not been much news from
them in 2020, but they have been making plans
for new projects for 2021. So stay tuned.

If you are just one enthusiast and you don’t
have intentions to make a Loesje group - there
are still ways to participate, so don’t worry! The
International Team will send you invitations
to Loesje activities such as online writing
sessions.

Some groups that were active in 2019 have
been off the radar in 2020, but that doesn’t
mean they can’t appear again. What if Miriami
from Loesje Georgia comes back from her EVS
in Spain for example or Eveline decides to live
in Luxembourg again? Everything can happen
and that’s also the charm of Loesje. Active
once, you probably will be active again and the
same goes for the Loesje groups, maybe with
a different line-up, but rocking nonetheless.

When your initiative to create your own Loesje
Group is approved by the International Office
you can go ahead and make your own social
media platforms where you can share your
activities, events and posters. Becoming
part of the Loesje network offers a lot of
possibilities, you will be able to:

Step 3

•
•

How to get involved?

•

After reading about all the Loesje activities
46

Learn how to deliver Loesje workshops and
host them in your community.
Learn how to edit the texts you produce in
writing sessions/workshops.
Learn how to layout posters and upload
them to the Loesje archive.
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